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This Weekly Report provides news items and brief assessments related
to jihadism and Islamism between 02 and 08 September 2026.

News Items and brief assessments

Australia

13 Australian men detained in Iraq will likely face trial for terrorism
offences in Iraq
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Iraq has begun the judicial phase of its post-ISIS investigations, meaning
13 Australian men detained in Al-Karkh Central Prison will likely face trial
for terrorism offences, which can carry the death penalty under Iraqi
law.

I Assessment

The expected trials of 13 Australian nationals in Iraq highlight the
continuing judicial and security challenges stemming from the detention
of suspected ISIS members after the group’s territorial defeat. Their
prosecution under Iragi counterterrorism legislation exposes them to
potentially severe penalties, including the death penalty. The cases may
therefore create significant legal and diplomatic challenges for
Australia.

Austria

A law banning headscarves in schools for girls under 14 has gone
into force

Austria has implemented a nationwide ban on Islamic headscarves for
girls under 14 in both public and private schools. The law is aimed to
prohibiting “traditional Muslim head coverings” such as the hijab and
burka and is justified by government officials as a measure to protect
girls from “oppression” and promote gender equality.

I Austrian Goverment terminated its cooperation with Derad NGO

The Austrian government has terminated its cooperation with the
deradicalization NGO Derad after the country’s domestic intelligence
service (DSN) assessed that most of the organization’s 13 staff
members failed security vetting, with alleged links to the Muslim
Brotherhood.



I Assessment

Austria is adopting a more restrictive approach towards political Islam,
combining legislative restrictions with increased scrutiny of
organisations involved in deradicalisation. The headscarf ban and the
termination of cooperation with Derad suggest that the government is
increasingly prioritising control, security vetting and institutional
scrutiny in addressing Islamist influence.

Bangladesh

Death sentences for JMB militants upheld in decade-old murder
case

The High Court in Dhaka upheld the death penalty for Masud Rana, the
Jamaat ul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)’s Rangpur commander, and his
associate Liton Mia in the murder of Khadem Rahmat Ali at a Rangpur
shrine over a decade ago.

I Assessment

The ruling confirms Bangladesh’s continued use of severe judicial
penalties against Islamist extremist actors. Upholding the death
sentences demonstrates the authorities’ willingness to pursue
accountability for violence committed by established militant networks,
including offences dating back more than a decade.

France

Three men linked to a WhatsApp group called “Les soldats d’Allah”
were arrested



French counterterrorism authorities have arrested three adult men
linked to a WhatsApp group called “Les soldats d’Allah”, placing them
under investigation for preparing a violent antisemitic attack and/or
planning to travel to join the Islamic State in Africa.

Zacarias Moussaoui is requesting to be transferred from the U.S.
to France

Zacarias Moussaoui - the only French national convicted in the United
States in connection with the 9/11 attacks - is requesting to be
transferred from the U.S. to France to serve the remainder of his life
sentence.

I Assessment

The arrests linked to “Les soldats dAllah” highlight the continued
relevance of small, digitally connected extremist clusters. The alleged
combination of antisemitic attack planning and possible mobilisation
towards ISIS-linked groups in Africa suggests that online networks can
facilitate both domestic violence and foreign-fighter aspirations. The
Moussaoui case also illustrates the continuing relevance of legacy
jihadist cases to France’s counterterrorism agenda.

Germany

A representative of Linksjugend Neukolin distributed stickers
showing a Kalashnikov-style rifle and the Palestinian flag to
students

A representative of the Left Youth Neukdlln has distributed stickers with
a printed machine gun and Palestine flag at a Neukdlln comprehensive
school. The sticker depicts the Palestinian flag and a cat armed with a
machine gun. “Organize classwar” can be read on the sticker. In



addition, the lettering “Linksjugend solid” and a symbol consisting of a
star and a hammer and sickle.

I Assessment

The distribution of stickers combining firearms imagery, class-war
messaging and pro-Palestinian symbolism highlights the presence of
violent political imagery in a school environment. The incident points to
an overlap between far-left activism and militant political messaging.
While it does not demonstrate radicalisation among minors, repeated
exposure to such imagery may contribute to the normalisation of
political violence among younger audiences.

India

Banned SIMI operatives resurface and set up independent IS
modules across India

Indian intelligence agency official indicated that several former Student
Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) operatives are emerging across states
to form independent Islamic State modules. Recently, intelligence
agencies found several operatives, former SIMI members working for IS,
in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra.

I Indian security agencies monitor Bangladesh-based terror groups

Indian security agencies are actively monitoring Al Qaeda-linked,
Bangladesh-based terrorist groups Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT) and
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB), as well as the pro-Islamic
State (IS) group Neo-JMB. According to intelligence inputs, these
groups have recently intensified activities that include radicalization and
arms smuggling.

I Assessment



India is facing a fragmented jihadist threat involving both legacy
extremist networks and cross-border groups linked to foreign countries.
The reported re-emergence of former SIMI operatives within ISIS-linked
structures indicates that established extremist networks can adapt and
regenerate. At the same time, activity involving ABT, JMB and Neo-JMB
highlights continuing concerns over radicalisation, arms smuggling and
cross-border mobilisation.

Italy

A 41-year-old Jordanian citizen living in Florence was arrested on
terrorism-related charges after being wanted by Jordanian
authorities

A 41-year-old Jordanian citizen living in Florence was arrested by the
Digos on August 31 after being wanted by Jordanian authorities on
terrorism-related charges. According to Jordanian authorities he joined
an armed group in the Middle East and maintaining contacts with the
Iranian IRGC and Hezbollah in Lebanon.

A 27-year-old Gambian with a kitchen knife and shouting “Allah
Akbar” injured one police officer

A 27-year-old Gambian man caused panic near Padua’s railway station
after walking around with a kitchen knife and shouting “Allah Akbar”
when police arrived. During the intervention, he resisted arrest and
injured one of the officers before being disarmed and detained.

A 16-year-old Italian boy from Monza and Brianza was arrested for

his increased radicalisation towards hybrid extremism

Italian police arrested a 16-year-old boy from the province of Monza
and Brianza. He had self-radicalised online, ugh extremist content linked



to neo-Nazism, white supremacism, and accelerationism through
ideology promoting the collapse of capitalism. But, police also seized
jihadist propaganda connected to ISIS, indicating exposure to multiple
extremist environments.

I Assessment

The three cases illustrate the diversity of Italy’s extremist threat
environment, spanning foreign-linked militant networks, spontaneous
violence and hybrid online radicalisation. The Monza case is particularly
relevant as it combines jihadist and far-right extremist content within
the same adolescent profile. Taken together, the cases indicate a
fragmented threat landscape in which traditional networks increasingly
coexist with self-radicalised and cross-ideological actors.

Israel

19-year-old resident of northern Israel was charged with
membership in ISIS, marking the fourth indictment in the region in
less than two weeks

The suspect, Yaqoub Shibli, was arrested on August 16 after allegedly
expressing support for ISIS, consuming its propaganda, and pledging
allegiance to the organization. His indictment follows three recent
cases: two young men accused of plotting attacks against Israeli
security forces, including plans for an explosive belt and an assault on
an IDF base; and a former IDF soldier charged with training to join ISIS
abroad after studying weapons, combat, and drone-making materials.

I Assessment

The recent indictments indicate that ISIS-related radicalisation remains
an active security concern in Israel, particularly among young



individuals. The cases span ideological support and propaganda
consumption as well as alleged attack planning and efforts to acquire
operational knowledge. This suggests that ISIS-inspired activity is not
limited to passive ideological support and may, in some cases, progress
towards operational intent.

Netherlands

Between seven and nine Dutch nationals are among the more than
5k ISIS suspects detained in Iraq

Of the 5,200 individuals suspected of being ISIS members and detained
in Iraq, there are people from 67 countries, including 19 EU member
states. It is estimated that there are between seven and nine Dutch
nationals among them.

I Assessment

The presence of Dutch nationals among ISIS suspects detained in Iraq
highlights the continuing security implications of the European foreign-
fighter legacy. Although the number of Dutch detainees is limited, their
cases raise persistent challenges regarding prosecution, repatriation
and long-term monitoring. The issue therefore remains a significant
unresolved counterterrorism and judicial concern for European
governments.

Spain

Police linked a Lebanese man who was found in Ceuta to terrorist
groups



Police located a Lebanese man in Ceuta who had entered the city
irregularly during the mass border crossing at the end of July.
Investigators link him to terrorist groups, despite his public claims of
innocence and attempts to present himself as a victim.

One ISIS recruiter who had already been convicted in Spain was
found among the immigrants who entered Ceuta

Police discovered an ISIS recruiter among the immigrants who entered
Spain in the influx to Ceuta last July. This man had previously been
identified in countries such as Syria, working under the direction of
radicals. He was also sentenced in Spain to more than ten years in
prison for these crimes.

I Assessment

Spain is facing a high-risk infiltration dynamic in Ceuta, where mass
irregular entries are enabling the concealment of individuals linked to
jihadist networks. The Lebanese suspect illustrates how conflict-zone
actors may exploit chaotic border events to enter Europe while masking
intent. The discovery of a previously convicted ISIS recruiter among the
arrivals is a severe security red flag, showing that experienced
operatives can re-emerge within migratory flows. Consequently, Ceuta
remains a strategic pressure point where migration, security gaps, and
jihadist mobility intersect.

Turkey

9 suspects were detained on suspicion of providing financial
support to ISIS

Turkish security forces carried out a simultaneous operation in Istanbul,
detaining nine suspects accused of providing financial support to ISIS.



10 October Peace Association is demanding that Savas Yildiz be
brought before the court at the next hearing on 25 September
2026

The 10 October Peace Association is demanding that Savas Yildiz, a
fugitive suspect in the 2015 Ankara train-station bombing, be brought
before the court at the next hearing on 25 September 2026. The group
says Yildiz has recently been transferred from Iraqg to Turkey, and
therefore should now appear in person before the judges.

I Turkey has begun repatriating Turkish ISIS members from Iraq

Turkey has begun repatriating Turkish ISIS members who were held for
years in prisons in northeastern Syria and then transferred to Iraq in
early 2026. The first group has now been brought from Iraq to Ankara.
Iragi authorities have finalized a list of 184 Turkish ISIS detainees. The
list includes individuals involved in major ISIS-related investigations and
attacks in Turkey

21-year-old ISIS member, Berkan Cil, was killed in a shootout with
police in Istanbul

On the night of 3 September, at 9-22 pm, a 21-year-old ISIS member,
Berkan Cil, was killed in a shootout with police in the the Sultanbeyli
district of Istanbul. Presumably, Berkan Cil, who holds dual Austrian and
Turkish nationality, was convicted in Austria of belonging to a terrorist
organisation and sentenced to 16 months’ conditional imprisonment and
eight months’ unconditional imprisonment. He was also enrolled in a de-
radicalisation programme in Austria, but subsequently left to travel to
Turkey.

I Assessment

Turkey continues to face a multi-layered ISIS threat involving financing,
returnees, fugitives and operational actors. The arrests over alleged ISIS



financing indicate that facilitation networks remain active, while the
repatriation of 184 Turkish detainees creates significant prosecution,
detention and monitoring requirements. The death of a previously
convicted ISIS member during an armed confrontation also highlights
the potential persistence of extremist threat despite previous
intervention.

United Kingdom

A jailed ISIS-supporting drill rapper, Al-Arfat Hassan known as
Official TS, is still gaining millions of views online

A jailed ISIS-supporting drill rapper, Al-Arfat Hassan (known as Official
TS), is still gaining millions of views online, raising concerns that he may
be profiting financially from his music despite being imprisoned for
terrorism offences. His videos and tracks remain accessible on TikTok,
Instagram, Spotify, Apple Music, and YouTube, where he has
accumulated over 13 million views and more than 833,000 likes on
TikTok.

I Assessment

The continued online reach of jailed ISIS supporter Al-Arfat Hassan
illustrates how extremist influence can persist beyond arrest and
imprisonment. His continued Vvisibility across major platforms
demonstrates the difficulty of removing extremist-linked content and
limiting secondary dissemination. The case highlights how digital
ecosystems can preserve an individual's reach and potentially sustain
extremist influence despite judicial intervention.

United States



A 44-year-old man from Gambia killed two people outside a gay
bar in Tucson before taking his own life

A pro-Palestinian photographer and another man were fatally shot in
front of a gay bar in Tucson, Arizona. The police have confirmed that
the attack was a targeted hate crime against the LGBTQ+ community.
The attack occurred on 31 August and was carried out by Ousman
Ceesay, a 44-year-old practising Muslim from Gambia.

I Assessment

The Tucson attack is best assessed as a targeted hate crime rather than
organised terrorism based on the information available. The incident
nevertheless illustrates how individual grievances and identity-based
tensions can produce lethal violence. Its intelligence relevance also lies
in the potential for extremist actors to appropriate such incidents and
incorporate them into wider ideological or propaganda narratives.
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